








Stewardship, Sustainability, and Compliance 
-------------------------------------------------------

In our office, we strive to "help people help the land". In order to do that, we look to the partnerships that we have 
developed with our producers. Sheet and Rill erosion have been an obstacle for fanners, especially in Southern Iowa, 
for quite some time. This type of erosion is evident by branching patterns of erosion. This is caused by bare or inade­
quately protected soil. You can prevent this by introducing no-till, cover crops, and terraces/basins. Iowa NRCS has 
launched a new campaign called "Fix it, Don't disc it". This campaign is fo­
cused on educating producers about the requirement to control ephemeral gul­
lies on land determined as Highly Erodible. Typical practices used to control 
ephemeral gullies include no-till farn1ing, cover crops, grassed waterways, and 
terraces. As an office, we are available to help farmers identify ephemeral ero­
sion in their fields or where erosion is likely to occur and assist them in apply­
ing conservation practices that best fit their farming operations and the require­
ments of compliance. This step up in conservation will lead to a more sustaina­
ble operation in the long-run. If you have a conservation plan that utilizes "no­
till", you already understand that tillage is not an approved method ofrepairing 
ephemeral erosion. Soil tillage reduces soil moisture in several ways. The first 
is reduced water infiltration. Tillage reduces water infiltration by breaking up the large pores in the soil structure, 
which act as large pipelines for water to soak into the soil profile. Removing residue through tillage operations also 
leads to more soil erosion. The eroded particles of soil can then clog the smaller pores or pipes, further preventing 
infiltration and causing more soil runoff. As a main rule of thumb, if you are thinking about implementing any till-
age on a HEL field, please come into the office and let us work with you to see if this is an option for the soils in the 
field. 
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Forest Improvements 
,-----------------------, 
Article By: Jeremy Cochran, DNR District Forester 

I The great misnomer of oak woodlands is to not touch it or leave it "natural". This is exactly I 

I the wrong approach to caring for Iowa's woodlands. Your woodland is much like a garden
I such that you do not plant seeds in the spring and ignore it all summer only to return in the fall 

I to reap a bumper harvest. Your woodland is part of the future. What you do now to the land I affects trees, birds, animals, plants, and all living things in the woodland for more than a gen-

I eration. Forest improvement practices affect whoever may own the land in the future, our I 

I 
children, grandchildren, or someone we have never met. What you do in the woodlands also
affects our neighbors and the local community. By taking care of the land now, you can en- I 

I 
sure healthy woodlands for future generations of all living things. Establishing long-term

I plans for your woodland property is a positive first step towards good forest stewardship. 

I 
For �r�r�st�r�ip inf::ia::n, plea�o�c�s=t �e� �emy C�r�at�l:=.4-�� J
Cedar Creek WMA Update 
------------- -----------------------

The South-Central IA Cedar Creek Watershed Management Authority (WMA) continues to work toward their goal 
of implementing water quality and flood control practices on the Cedar Creek Watershed. We 
have just completed a hydrology study and finishing a ground assessment and report for the 
Bleubaugh sub-watershed. This study and ground assessments will be used as our model on 
implementing practices and activities throughout the Cedar Creek Watershed. We will be 
working on creating a Watershed Management Plan in which will direct us to priority areas in 
the watershed to install suitable practices. Our goal for 2018 is to gain the support from local 
stakeholders to generate matching funds to apply for a Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP) federal grant in the fall for 2019 implementation. This grant would be 
implementation funds for producers in the watershed. Please contact Linda Shumate for further details if you are interested in 
helping us meet this goal. Activities to Date:

•WMA established August 13. 2015. Non-profit organization that will collaborate to implement solutions that address concerns such as flooding, erosion &
water quality concerns for Cedar Creek.

•2016 created a brochure promoting the SC IA Cedar Creek WMA and it's efforts toward improving the watershed

•December 2016 Promotion of the project for the 2017 year on wall maps of the watershed

•Received a grant thought the Monroe. Lucas and Marion County Farm Bureau's to finance a hydrology study.

•July 2017 Iowa Flood Center installed a stream sensor on a bridge west of Lovilia, in part of the hydrology study

•August 2017 the Iowa Flood Center installed a weather station, rain gauge south of Melrose, IA in part of the hydrology study.

•Completion of ground assessment of Bleubaugh sub-watershed and Hydrology study be used as model for watershed plan
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